МЕЙ :.2.99 ሀ5 DCCOMICS.COM 


Հ 


e = (NOTHING? 
Y RDS 5 N THAT'S 
с DEPARTMENT PAID YOU А 2 Gori 
- 17 ۸ = 
HUGE SUM OF — لص‎ 
é DA 


MONEY)  ' 


er WITH THIS...» 


2 m ; 
р ‹፲ APOLOGIZE. РО 
< YOU KNOW WHAT TIME IT 
3 IS HERE IN THE STATES? 
መመ TVE BEEN DEALING 
3 » 


թ 
THE REIGN 
OF KING TUT 
BEGINS. 
| р 
| ER 
SUN GOD 
? 


za 
Writers: Nunzio DEFILIPPIS E 
0٩ Christina WEIR 
encillen: Jose; Luis GARCIA-LOPEZ 


թ 
E д Inken: KEvin; NowLan' 


å Colonist; DAVID Baron 
Lettenen: Ken Lorez 
Associate Editor: RACHEL GLUCKSTERN 
Editor: Пике CARLIN 


Batman created by BOB Kane 


GW 


7 


A 
7 - - 
"АМР | 
EVEN WHEN 
YOU CANNOT 
À SEE..." ! 


ሟኣ 


* 
IS ALWAYS 
FELT 

Ma” 


TEVE 
сэ ЛЕ 
= | Վ Di, Հ» ) ІШ 

I (ME 


YOU HAVE 
SOMETHING YOU 
WANT TO SAY TO 

ME, LEIGH? 


DID YOU HEAR 
WHAT HAPPENED 
TO RONDE, 


NOT JUST THAT. 
HE WAS GOING 
OVER THE MUSEUM'S 
FINANCES AT THE 
TIME. 


WE SHIFTED THE 
MUSEUM'S FINANCES: 
TO ACQUISITIONS 
TOGETHER. 


THE DIRECTOR 
STARTS TO LOOK 
INTO IT...AND HE GETS 
ATTACKED. 


you 
HAVE GOT TO 
BE KIDDING 
ME. 


YOU THINK 
THAT I STOLE 
THE MONEY? THAT 
I ATTACKED 
RONDEAU? WE HAD A 
PLAN. SOMEONE 
TOOK THAT 
MONEY AHEAD OF 
SCHEDULE. 


LISTEN, LEIGH. Y NOW IM SOME MASTER 
STEALING THAT CRIMINAL? CUTTING YOU 
MONEY WAS OUT OF THE DEAL AND 
YOUR IDEA, ASSAULTING EARL? 

NOT MINE. 


THEN WHO 
ATTACKED 
RONDEAU? 


IT'S GOTHAM. 
COULD BE 
ANYBODY. 
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BUT T'VE / /ም 
HEARD NOTHING 2 AB 
ል NTS, LIKE THAT N 
Å HE'S STILL WOULD STOP 
CUSTODY. HIM? 


TO WHAT. 
DO I OWE 
THE--7 


WHAT HAVE 
YOU BEEN UP 
TO, NIGMA? 


THERAPY. 
REFLECTING 
ON MY 
CRMES. 


YOU KNOW 
HOW IT IS HERE 
IN ARKHAM. 
BUSY, BUSY, 
Busy. 


- - —7 EARL RONDEAL. 
| OKAY... AND WE'RE DIRECTOR OF GOTHAM'S 
| CHANGING THE 1 MUSEUM OF ANTIQUITIES. 
M SUBJECT, I SEE. HE WAS ATTACKED THERE „HIS EYES WERE 
GOLGED WHILE HIS 
AT SUNRISE BY SOMEONE 
ATTACKER SAID 
ERES САЗАН THE FOLLOWING. 
EGYPTIAN PHARAOH, > 


SUPPOSED ТО 
KNOW THESE 
MEN? 


"IT ALLOWS YOU THISISV ONCE ONE OF 
TO SEE, YET YOU E AARON GOTHAM'S WEALTHIEST MURDERED 
CANNOT GAZE UPON \ HAYES. BUSINESSMEN, UNTIL AT SUNSET 
IT. AND EVEN WHEN THE MARKET CRASHED BY THE SAME 
YOU CANNOT SEE, 
ITS PRESENCE IS 
ALWAYS FELT." 


WRAPPED IN A 


CLOTH UNTIL HE 
|| SUFFOCATEP. 


ACCORDING REALLY, BATMAN 
TO HIS WIFE, I THOUGHT YOU 
THE KILLER 

SAID: 


"ITS PRESENCE 
15 FEARED, YET 
IT 15 NOTHING. 
IT MARKS THE 
ABSENCE OF THE 
UNSEEN, YET IT 
15 INVISIBLE." 


YOU'RE NOT 
HERE FOR MY 


YOU THINK ነ 
I PID THIS? Д 


AND IF YOU ` IF YOU'VE BEEN SNEAKING OUT THEN y STILL, THAT IS 

DID, WE'LL ТО COMMIT THESE CRIMES, OR YOU'D NEVER Д IRRELEVANT, 

FINP OUT. IF YOU'RE IN CONTACT WITH CATCH ME. ХА SINCE I DID NOT 
SOMEONE ON THE OUTSIDE-- DO THIS. 4 


HOWEVER, 

5 ICAN HELP 

YOU'RE JUST NOT YOU CATCH 
SMART ENOUGH. À WHOEVER PIP. 


PROFESSIONAL 
AND WHY PRIDE. THIS KILLER 
WOLLP you 15 STEALING MY 
DO THAT? MODUS OPERANDI, 


AND FOR NO 
PISCERNIBLE 
REASON, I 
MIGHT ADD. 


AND I 
SUPPOSE YOU'D : ١ 
NEED TO BE FREE IN ID CERTAINLY 
ORDER TO PROVIDE / BE MORE HELP IF 
PHARAOHS ARE DER I WERE OUT AND 
HARDLY RIDDLE-BASED THIS HELP? ABOUT. 
FIGURES. ል SPHINX 
WOULD MAKE MORE 
SENSE-- 


WAIT! YOU NEED 
ME. I THINK IN 

RIPPLES.‏ ا 
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I'VE NO DOUBT YOU 
CAN SOLVE THE RIDDLES, 
BATMAN. BUT I CAN 

o ANTICIPATE THEM. 


THE NEXT 
CRIME...IT WILL 
BE AT SUNRISE. 
THE VICTIM WILL ሪ 
PROBABLY BE KILLED 


INTHE SHOWER 


I DON'T KNOW. I 
DON'T KNOW THE 
CONNECTION BETWEEN 
THE PREVIOUS VICTIMS. 
BUT I CAN HELP YOU. 


AND WHO 
WILL THE 
NEXT VICTIM 
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y GUESS PROVES 
RIGHT, WILL YOU 
CONSIDER MY 
OFFER? 


WHICH IS WHY WE CAN'T TRUST 
YOU. THIS WHOLE THING COULD 
BE A SETUP TO TRICK US 
INTO FREEING YOU. 


SIMPLE 
DEDUCTION. ፲ 
LOOKED AT THE 
EVIDENCE YOU GAVE 
ME. NOTHING MORE, 
I ASSURE YOU. 


RIDDLER IS PROBABLY IF I CAN FIGURE OUT SUNRISE IS YOU WILL ALSO 
LYING, BUT HIS WHY THE NEXT VICTIM APPROACHING, AND NEED TO EAT, BY 
RIDDLES ALWAYS WILL BE KILLED IN THE YOU NEED TO KNOW THE WAY. 
PLAY FAIR. _ SHOWER... WHO WILL BE 
= = 2 WHILE KILLED NEXT. 
DEDUCING NIGMA' 
PLAN /S IMPORTA 
SHOULD YOU NOT 
FOCUS ON WHAT 
INFORMATION YOU 
DON'T HAVE? 


THE TWO VICTIMS 
HAVE LITTLE 
CONNECTING 

٩ THEM. 


HAYES GAVE 
MONEY TO THE 
MUSEUM, BUT NOT 
ALOT SINCE HIS 

BUSINESS 


SAL. 8 2 ч PERHAPS 


THE KILLER'S 
MOTIVATION 
COMES FROM 
SOME POINT IN 
THE PAST, WHEN 
HAYES' FORTUNES 


7 THOUGH THAT 
ALSO, SIR, HARPLY MATTERS 
ALFRED, А А MASTER ON DAYS LIKE 


OF [ CHEF. THESE. 
course, YOUREA \ š 


DANN 


AARON HAYES IF YOU'RE RIGHT, THE NEXT WY GET UNITS TO 
WAS ON THE VICTIM I$ SOMEONE ON EVERY HOUSE ON |] 
BOARD UNTIL SIX THIS LIST. THAT LIST. 
MONTHS AGO. 
HERE'S A LIST 
OF TRUSTEES AT, 
THAT TIME. 


THERE ARE 
THIRTEEN 
NAMES HERE, 
INCLUDING 
HAYES. 


THE KILLER HAS ATTACKED Y MY GUESS |5 HE'LL BULLOCK! I'M GONNA 

AT SUNRISE AND SUNSET. HIT THE NEXT MOST 5 NEED SQUAD CARS 

HE'S GOT AT LEAST SOME SENIOR MEMBER ON 5 SENT ТО TWELVE 
CONNECTION TO THE ADDRESSES. 
PASSAGE OF TIME. é 


THAT WOULD 
BE ALEXANDER 
GOMBACH. BUT 
I NEED YOU TO 

COVER EVERY 

HOUSE, JUST 

IN CASE. 
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YOU...THE 
BATMAN. YOU 
CLAIM TO FIGHT 
THE DARKNESS 
THAT CONSUMES 
THIS CITY. 


you YOU WILL NEED TO BE VANQUISHED IN 
NEED THE ORDER FOR THE ONE TRUE GOD TO SHINE 
IN HIS GREATNESS AND BRING DAYLIGHT 
TO THIS CITY. 


BUT YOU ARE ል 
PART OF THE ETERNAL 
NIGHT THAT HAS 
BEFALLEN GOTHAM. 
YOU ARE A CREATURE 

OF THAT NIGHT. 
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Black Adam! Isis! Dissension in the ranks! ለከ uncertain future! 


As you can see, there is a lot going on in JSA these days. Many of you are curious about what the future holds for the 
team, so we're going to shed some light on the situation this month. 


As you probably know by now, JSA #23-25 features the return of the Black Marvel family in a major way. Written by 
Geoff Johns and Jerry Ordway, this tale features the epic confrontation between the JSA and Black Adam for control of 
e Rock of Eternity. By the end of this story there will be a new status quo for several characters, and the stage will be 
set for further events in 2009. This story has been a long time in the making and we're thrilled to bring it to you. 


р next is a very special issue of JSA. JSA #26 is the final issue of the series by the creative team of Geoff Johns and 
Dale Eaglesham. The passion and creative brilliance these two have brought to JSA over their run is nothing short of 
incredible. They have set a very high standard, which we will do our absolute best to maintain. This issue doesn’t so much 
say goodbye as it does set the table for things to come. To commemorate the occasion, JLA #26 features not one, but 
three covers by Alex Ross. Please allow me to take this moment to thank Geoff, Dale and Alex on behalf of the entire 
DC Nation for all of their hard work on JSA. 


NEXT IN 
BATMAN 
CONFIDENTIAL #27 


The saga of King Tut continues — 
with the Riddler! 


So what's next? JSA #27 and 28 focus on the younger members of the team and ore brought to you by our good friend 

Jerry Ordway. Then starting in issue #29, we're proud to introduce the new writing team of Bill Willingham. ond Mathew 
Sturges. You know these guys from the Fables universe, and they have something really special in store for their first ዐር 
on the series. Now, | can't give too much away, but we'll see new team members, lots of villains and the beginning of a 
mystery that will introduce one of the greatest threats the JSA hos ever faced. It's going to be a wild ride, and trust me 
when | say that you're not going to see the end coming. Please help us in welcoming Mathew and Bill onboard. 


As you can see, there are serious changes and challenges coming down the road for the JSA. Will the team survive ዘከር? 
You're going to have to tune in to find out 


— lan. 
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